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At an April 22 news conference in Managua, President Daniel Ortega described the US aid
earmarked for medical assistance to children as "a positive gesture" promoted by members of the
US Congress "who know how the Nicaraguan people and Nicaraguan children have been hurt by
this war...We recognize that the appropriation of these funds by the United States Congress does
not reflect President Reagan's will," Ortega said. Passed in March, the congressional aid package
includes $17.7 million "to provide medical care and other relief for children who are victims of the
Nicaraguan civil strife." The legislation specifies that the children's aid delivered inside Nicaragua
cannot be provided to the government or delivered through it. Although there is a rudimentary
network of private and church-run clinics in some parts of Nicaragua, nearly all hospitals and
health centers are run by the government. Relief workers with experience in Central America said
they expected that at least some of the aid to Nicaraguan children will be in the form of increased
shipments of medicine to existing clinics. Legislative guidelines specify that applicants to the
distribute the aid for wounded children "must have current or recent working experience and
programs in Central America." Among the agencies that would qualify are CARE, Catholic Relief
Services, the International Red Cross and agencies of the United Nations. Under the new law, at
least half of the $17.7 million appropriated for "children's survival assistance" must be spent inside
Nicaragua, with the remainder going to Nicaraguan children in refugee camps or elsewhere outside
the country. (Basic data from New York Times, 04/24/88)
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